OR: 


SOLDAT POUR LA PAIX 


--proposal for a film outline 


1. Setting up survival camp with Indio Salazar in desert near Big 
Mountain, Arizona. 


2. Community of peasants digging a well at Song Bé, in the jungle- 
highlands of Vietnam. 


3. "Wild Bill" Gutswiller's crystal shop in Boulder Creek, CA -- 

talk of California's "New Age" -- the psychic and religious cults, 

the dominance of the entertainment and defence industries, the invasion 
of Japanese investors and chicano labourers. 


3. Lynn Jenson's home in Manhattan Beach, CA (near Los Angeles)-- 
talk of Leonardo da Vinci, Mormon Church, Loaicon, TeKnowledge, 
and Pierre's dream of paradise. 


4. Evening in Song Bé -- villagers feed visitina GI veterans, Pierre 
and Edouardo Cohen-- talk of life and death, celebration and struggle, 
innocence and betrayal. 


5. Pierre visits his daughters Natalie, Heidi and Jacqueline in 
San José, CA -- tries to tell them about Song Ré, Big Mountain, Dorval. 


6. A jungle village in Vietnam being napalmed (archival footage) 


7. At the entrance to the Bohemian Club, at Pacific Grove, CA (near 
San Francisco) -- Pierre, Edouardo and Indio talk of Mid-summer Night's 
Dream, the Tri-lateral Commission, Che Guevara, the Viet Cong. 


8. Torturing and killing Vietcong prisoners (archival footage) 


9. Crack treatment centre for youth in Haight-Ashbury, CA -- Pierre 
visits Gabriel with Brian and Holly Willson -- talk of Concord, 
Nuremburg, Nicaragua, Apache guerilla squads. 


10. Song Bé -- villagers talk of experiences of war. 


11. Sweat lodae at Big Mountain -- Pierre, Edouardo and Indio talk of 
America's "manifest destiny", Saskatchewan, Céline, Roger and Louise. 


12. Dorval -- Pierre introduces Indio to Roger, Louise and Céline -- 
talk of Tin-tin, Batman, Placide Bellavance, Brian Parsons, the yacht 
Brittanica. 


13. NFB shooting stage -- Roger, Louise and Pierre talk of Grierson, 
the French unit, the RCMP, the P.0., Gilles Groulx. 


14. Extracts from "John Grierson" yy Roger! Blais, and "Le chat dans 
le sac" by Gilles Groulx (example du dialogue: “pour transformer 
le monde, i] faut le présenter"...."tes idées politiques sont des réves") 


15. McGill campus -~ Pierre and Francis Simard talk about Stan Grey, 
Huey Newton, Rchard Alpert, Brigham Young, Pierre Laporte. 


16. Caughnawaga -- Pierre and Indio look for Mohawk Vietnam vets. 


17. Ste. Ursule -- Pierre, Céline, Francis, Denise and Indio talk of 
Alcatraz and Archambault, of writing and taking action, of beauty 
and tragedy, of love and survival, of Pierre's dream. 


18. Big Mountain -- Pierre and Indio and other Vietnam vets arrive 
with a convoy of trucks carrying food and supplies to the Navajos 
and Hopis holding out against expulsion orders from the U.S. government. 


19. Closing montage of images and sounds from Song Bé, Dorval and 
Big Mountain. 


Characters (in order of appearance) 


INDIO SALAZAR -- an Apache Indian who went AWOL from the U.S. Marines 
to do gun-running for Che Guevara when he was in Bolivia. Managed 

to do 57 bank hold-ups in U.S. before beina sent to Alcatraz. Believes 
his prayers helped get that prison closed down. 


"WILD BILL" GUTSWILLER -- veteran of the beat generation of the fifties 
and the civil rights movement of the sixties. Believer in the U.S. 
Constitution and the New England tradition of the town-hall meeting. 
His crystal shop in Boulder Creek, California, is a meeting place for 
town activists. 


LYNMJENSON -- an executive at Northrop, cne of the biggest U.S. aerospace 
corporations. Pierre's former professor of commuter science at Brigham 


young University, and a confessor of his on matters of conscience. 
highly cultured man whose adolescent daughter Jennifer is a painter 


with much promise. 


EDOUARDO COHEN -- joined the U.S. Army to escape street life in Miami. 
Befriended a Vietnamese woman in Saigon who put him in touch with the 
Viet Cong. Now a journalist in Santa Barbara, CA. Learned Spanish 
while covering the drug trade in Colombia. Knows chicanos who fought 
in Vietnam. 


NATALIE (12), HEIDI (10) and JACQUELINE (7) -- Pierre's children, 

living in San José with their mother, Akiko, a Japanese woman from Okinawa 
_ that Pierre met when they were both Mormon missionaries. 
[7 

CELINE MOQUIN -- a massage therapist at Val David, waiting for Pierre 

to re-establish a home in Quebec. 


ROGER and LOUISE BLAIS -- Pierre's narents. Roger was first "chef 
de 1'&quipe francaise" de 1'ONF, and sat next to René Levesque at 
| the founding convention of the Parti Québecois. Roger believes that 
he was monitored by the RCMP in those years. 


FRANCIS SIMARD -- member of the FLO cell that kidnapped Pierre Laporte. 
Author of "Pour en finir avec octobre", and screen-writer for "The Party", 
Pierre Falardeau's film about life in a maximum-security prison. 

\ His wife Denise is an actress and mother of two young girls. 


BRIAN WILSON -- a leader of Vietnam Vets for Peace. Pierre was with 

‘/ him when he lost both legs trying to blockade a train loaded with arms 
for the Contras. His wife Holly is a:mid-wife who has taught natural 
ome-birth in Nicaragua. Their teen-age son Gabriel is a heavy drug-user. 


Locations (in order of appearance) 


BIG MOUNTAIN, ARIZONA -- Holy ground of Navajo Indians, who are trying 
to prevent it from being mined for coal and uranium by Peabody Corporation. 


SONG BE -- a village in Vietnam which has been the inspiration for 
gr lerre’s recurring dream. 
“DORVAL -- Suburb near the Montreal airport where Pierre's parents live 
in the same house in which he spent most of his childhood and youth. 


BOHEMIAN CLUB -- exclusive club in the woods of California where the 
business and political élite of the U.S. frolick together on their 
weeks off. Apparently they stage spoofs of Shakesneare. 


\/SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA -- home of Pierre's children, and of giant U.S. 

f aerospace and computer corporations. From here, ballistic missiles 
launched from Vanderbilt Air Base can be seen leaving psychedelic 

“\patterns in the sky as they head for their test targets in the Fijis. 


HAITGHT-ASHBURY, CALIFORNIA -- centre of the student hippy and anti-war 
movements of the sixties and seventies. 


MCGILL UNIVERSITY CAMPUS -~ where Pierre registered on his return from 
Vietnam, took up drug-pushing, and converted to the Mormon Church. 

It was at the height of the "francization de McGill" movement, one of 

the organizers of which was Francis Simard. 

CAUGHNAWAGA -- Mohawk reservation near Montreal where there is a Warrriors' 
Council trying to wrest control of the reserve away from the federally- 
created Band Council. Some of the Warriors have been in the U.S. Marines. 


STE. URSULE -- rural community in La Mauricie where Francis Simard lives 
in a small logger's house with his wife Denise and their two daughters. 


References 


Logicon -- a large U.S. corporation which snecializes in artifical 
intelligence research for the C.I.A. Pierre worked there as a 
computer scientist after graduating from Brigham Young University. 


TeKnowledge -- a smal] comnany in California doing articial intelligence 
research for civilian use. Pierre worked there after beina laid off 
from Logicon for being "too much a man of your own mind". 


Brigham Young University -- the Mormon university in Salt Lake City, Utah, 
named after the founder of the Mormon religion, whose members are "chosen 
to participate in America's prophetic destiny". 


Tri-lateral Commission -- Think tank of leading bankers and industrialists, 
based in Rome. 


Concord -- U.S. naval base in California, 
Apache guerilla squads -- GI name for U.S. ambush squads in Vietnam 


Saskatchewan -- one of the main sources of uranium for the stockpile 
of U.S. nuclear weapons. 


Tin-tin and Batman --"In my childhood, my comic-book heros étaient 

des jeunes, renseignés, intelligents et fins d'esprit, avanturiers, 

en bonne forme physique, mais bien mortels. Les héros américains 

étaient adultes, surhumains, jusqu'a @tre quasi-immortels, détenant 

leurs pouvoirs de la science-fiction. I] incombait souvent aux héros 
américains de sauvegarder la terre ou de jouer un réle quasi-messianique, 
tandis que les aventures de Tin-tin et de Spriou étaient beacoun plus 
terre-d-terre. Leur aventures avaient lieu a travers le monde, et 
j'apprenais par osmose au sujet des relations internationals et des 

roles qu'y jouaient les politiques du pétrole, du trafic de la droque 

et celui des armes, combien précaire était 1a paix, puisau'elle était 
assujettie en grande partie 4 ces forces ainsi qu'a le vanité des hommes." 


Placide Bellavance -- Pierre's maternal grandfather, a paper merchant 
who was well-informed of the culture of the native tribes of Quebec. He was 
another of Pierre's childhood heros. 


Brian Parsons -- leader of an English street gang in Dorval, Pierre's 
main enemy in his adolescence. 


The yacht Brittanica -- Pierre spent several months in prison when he was 
17 for having stolen dynamite that was intended for use in the blowing up 
of the Queen's yacht when it was docked in Quebec City. 


Stan Grey -- teacher at McGill] University fired for supporting the 
students trying to get representation on the university Senate in the 
early seventies. 


Huey Newton -- leader of the Black Panthers, with whom Pierre 
was collaborating in the peddling of drugs at McGill University. 


Richard Alpert -- the Harvard psychiatrist who was the apostle for 
tripping on acid 


Alcatraz -- the infamous island prison off the coast of California 
which stood on sacred Indian land. 


l'Institut Archambault -- the maximum-security prison nerth of 
Montreal where Francis Simard did most of his 12 years behind bars. 


Pierre's recurring dream 


I see myself in a village in the Vietnam highlands surrounded by beauty-- 
the severe beauty of jungle-covered mountains. Our village is made up of 
simple huts each with a small plot of land, where banana trees grow, 
along with other fruit trees, and spice and vegetables. Chickens run 
loose and there is plenty of vegetation. The huts are thatched and roads 
run through them that are only large enough to allow oxen pulling carts. 
Footpaths connect our village with the next, and then another and so on. 
The landscape is full of them, but there isn't any pollution, no noise, 
except for the cries of children at play, birds singing, and the songs 

of people working on a community project. 


Every night people gather at the centre of the village and celebrate the 
end of another work day with songs. Lovers hold hands and gaze at the 
moon. Every weekend night there is something like a fiesta, where people 
gather and dance through the night beneath a star-filled sky. 


It's a beautiful dream. I'm not prominent in it--the community ijs-- 

but I feel a sense of belonging, a sense of participation in it, and 

I sometimes wake up with tears of sheer gratitude. It's been my hope 

to re-enact this dream in real life, and it must begin with my own family. 


